
 
Newsletter 

March (Kwi l’ivakidak Mashath) 2018 
 

GOVERNING BOARD 
President, Ms. Jane Johnson 

Clerk, Mrs. Elaine Moyah 
Member, Ms. Judy Antone 

Member, Mrs. Laurie Thomas 
Member, Ms. Anika Evans 

District Superintendent: Cherryl Paul 
   District Website: www.sacatonschools.org                              Follow us on Twitter: @SESD_YES 
=================================================================================================================== 

 
Superintendent’s Corner 

Dear Families, 

Students learn best in an environment that emphasizes understanding their unique learning styles and 
adaptation of the curriculum and teaching methods to meet those needs.   Our dedicated teaching staff is 
working diligently to become more intentional in regards to using data to drive the content taught during the 
instructional time -- truly every minute counts!  In the age of accountability, a focus on data is more evident 
than ever.  Our team of hardworking, dedicated employees uses data to identify methods to meet the needs 
of all students. 

Assessment is an important aspect of teaching and learning. We are responsible for maximizing every 
moment for students. The Arizona state-wide testing requires students to demonstrate proficiency in 
standards for reading, writing, mathematics, and science. These tests combine criterion-referenced and 
performance-based assessments. Assessment results need to drive the instruction and should be embedded 
into the instructional program. Our goal is to provide students with specific, timely feedback which will assist 
them in self-assessment and goal setting. Teachers will continue to support testing for all students in an 
environment conducive to success. Parents can help by establishing a “take it seriously and do your best” 
attitude while helping students understand that parts of a test may be difficult. 
 

It is especially important for children to arrive at school ready to be successful during testing week. Some 
steps that can be taken at home to promote success include a balanced dinner, a good night’s sleep, and 
most important, attending school during the testing week. Please take the opportunity to meet with teachers 
during family/teacher conference week (week of March 12) to discuss your child’s educational goals and 
learn more about the AZMerit.  Testing dates for the upcoming assessments are Elementary April 10-12, 
Middle School April 2-5, and 4th/8th Grade Science March 28-29. 

 

Have a safe, healthy and restful Spring Break (March 19-23)! 

 

Two Schools, One Voice. We are Sacaton Braves. YES! 

 
Mrs. Cherryl Paul, Superintendent @cherryl_paul



Sacaton Elementary School District Goals 2017-2018 
Governing Board Approved August 8, 2017 

1. Domain: Results 
Performance Data 
Goal: Support data collection, optimize instructional delivery, and 
enhance student engagement with programs and services that 
develop and nurture every student. 

2. Domain: Leadership 
Vision for Learning and Achievement 
Goal: Participate in a Strategic Planning process designed to capture 
the voice of stakeholders to inform a meaningful and relevant 
Strategic Plan (2018-2023). 

3. Domain: Systems Alignment and Integration  
Safe, Orderly, and Engaging Learning Environment 
Goal: Ensure the safety and security of all buildings; provide intellectually inspiring learning spaces 
focusing on the social and emotional growth of students. 

4. Domain: Processes 
Appreciative Inquiry Culture 
Goal: Document, deploy, and monitor processes with fidelity demonstrating collaborative problem-
solving techniques. 

5. Domain: Capacity Building 
Human Development 

       Goal: Provide opportunities to engage all employee groups in programs and initiatives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The obstacle course at the Middle School is complete! 

 
 
 

Strategic Planning Process 



SESD Staff Attend 3rd Annual Governor’s Education Summit 

The Gila River Indian Community hosted its 3rd Annual Governor’s 
Education Summit on February 10 at the Sheraton Grand in Wild Horse 
Pass. SESD was well-represented at the summit with 30 staff in 
attendance! The intent of the summit was to bring stakeholders together 
to share information, discuss current issues, and plan future initiatives 
to improve education throughout the Community. Participants had the 
opportunity to rank and prioritize overarching topics, such as student 
achievement, social/emotional well-being, and current school building 
conditions to name just a few. This year’s Summit had a record overall 

turnout of 187 participants, of which 127 were Community members. Through the dialogue 
that took place from all in attendance, an action plan will be put together by the Tribal 
Education Department and will be presented and shared with the Community in the near 
future.  

Building Vocabulary at Home 
 

Understanding the concepts your children are learning in school can 
help you support them at home. Vocabulary is just as important as 
learning to read. A reader must know how to read the word correctly, 
say it correctly, and understand its meaning. Here are some tips to 
help build vocabulary at home:  
 
 Use higher level words in everyday conversations; use words they 

may not know/use regularly and interchange them with a word of 
the same meaning they would know such as frightened/scared, 
huge/enormous. 

 Let your child tell you a story; you could give a problem in the story and have them create a way to solve 
it; ask questions in the story.  

 Play word games with your child; some words games include Scrabble, Boggle, Hangman; if you have 
access to the internet some apps available for download are 7 Little Words, What’s the Word, and Word 
Stack. 

 Label household items to introduce a collection of words that children will associate with the item. 

Ronald Marx, Professor of Educational Psychology and Dean of Education at the University of Arizona, 
recently said, "Exposure to books, exposure to language, explanations for things, all give kids opportunities 
for language growth and success at reading." Spending a little time each day focusing on vocabulary will 
improve your child’s reading and writing skills.  

 

 
Spring Parent/Teacher conferences will take place March 15th at both the elementary and middle school 
campuses. We encourage parents and/or guardians to stop in and visit with their child’s teacher to discuss 
the progress made this school year. Teachers and staff are looking forward to sharing with you the successes 
your child has made as part of the SESD family! 

Also, a parent survey will be available at each school during Parent/Teacher conferences. We need and 
value your input in how we can improve our processes and what we do at SESD to best meet your child’s 
needs. Please ask your child’s teacher about this survey.  



SESD Students Create Signage For Community 

The Sacaton Middle School students of Ms. Chamblin and Mr. Utter’s class began a street sign project two 
years ago as they realized there was a need in the Community for street signs. The students made 17 street 

signs and the GRIC Department of 
Transportation installed them all. The 
project was a success! All 17 street signs 
remain in place today.  
 
This school year students decided to once 
again reach out to GRIC DOT and ask if 
they could create more street signs. They 
happily agreed and reviewed the list of 33 
new street signs for proper labeling and 
spelling. In the end, the students   
completed 35 street signs adding “Rhodes 
Rd.” for the Late Governor Rhodes and 
“Skill Center Rd.” Way to go Ms. Chamblin 
and Mr. Utter’s students!  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tailored Technology Report 

Sacaton has just completed upgrading the ESS meeting 
room with a 75” LED Monitor and a new, Windows 10 
Professional workstation with webcam for live, interactive 
meetings. All of our teaching staff were upgraded to the 
Windows 10 Pro platform. As for our next technology 
project, we will be upgrading support staff and District Office 
workstations from Windows 7 Pro to Windows 10 Pro with 
Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2016. Sacaton is a state-
of-the-art technology-driven District. 
 
We have also upgraded our PA system to a District-Wide 

‘All-Call Emergency Broadcast’ network that gives us the ability to simultaneously notify each campus 
classroom of a potential threat with the touch of a button. Also, all morning announcements on both 
campuses can now be made from any office or classroom IP phone. 
 
We have purchased new laptops for all of our District Admin staff, our 2nd through 8th grade students all have 
Chromebooks, and now we are looking at distributing a 1:1 ratio of iPads to our Pre-K, Kindergarten and 1st 
grade students - YES! 



 
Mul-Chu-Tha Preparations 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Orchard Progress 

 
 
 
 
 

72 Trees have now been 
planted…72 more to go!               

YES! 
 
 
 

 
  

Mrs. Marcella Hall’s students are preparing float decorations for the 56th 
Annual Mul-Chu-Tha Parade that will take place on March 10th, 2018. This 
year’s theme is: “Honoring our History and Everyday Heroes.”  
Come on out to help support and celebrate this important Community 
event! 

7th Grader Trinity Hoover is working on her 
entry for the Mul-Chu-Tha Art Contest. 

7th Grader Jonathan Lewis is working on his 
written rough draft for the Mul-Chu-Tha 
Essay Contest. 



 
New Director of Federal Programs and Organizational Improvement 

 
Mr. Freddy Poitra has hit the ground running in assuming his new role 
as Director of Federal Programs and Organizational Improvement. His 
many years of experience in serving Native children as a teacher aide, 
elementary teacher, coach, and school administrator provides him a 
perspective and passion that ALL students can be successful with proper 
supports. His current role and duties include oversight and compliance 
of activities/programming that are supported with Federal funds, as well 
as assisting in creating and improving District processes for 

effectiveness and efficiency.  Freddy is excited to be part of the SESD team and family in “moving the needle” 
to positively impact student learning and making our sites a school of choice for Community members. He has 
a firm belief that student learning defines a school’s success, and that SESD is in process of creating a “new 
norm” for education in the Gila River Indian Community. YES! 
 

myON Electronic Reading Platform 
Results gathered February 26, 2018 

With the district’s launch of myON’s Electronic Reading Platform, students are captivated by literacy exploration! 
This platform provides opportunities at home and at school to access thousands of book titles that are age-
appropriate and selected by the child. With the District’s participation in Read Across America Day, let’s “check 
in” with myON to see what’s happening in SESD! 
 
 

Elementary Totals (K-4th Grade) 
Books Read: 23,802 

Pages Read: 423,000 
Minutes Read: 156,000 

 
Middle School Totals (5-8th Grade) 

Books Read: 13,931 
Pages Read: 316,000 

Minutes Read: 178,000  
 

District Totals (K-8): 
Books Read: 37,733 

Pages Read: 739,000 
Minutes Read: 334,000 

 
 
 

 
 

Positive Parenting Training Series 
Open to ALL parents with children in Preschool through 8th Grade 

4/13/18: The ABC’s of Problem Solving 

Meetings are scheduled for Fridays:  9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  
Sacaton Middle School, Room C8 Conference Room 

 Door Prize Drawing: $25.00 Gift Card 
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